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Popular singer songwriter Tenzin Choegyal draws on his traditional Tibetan roots to create original compositions which uniquely express his cultural heritage. 
Tenzin was born to a nomadic family in southwest Tibet, escaped into Nepal from the Chinese occupation and was raised in the Tibetan refugee community in Dharamsala, India.
Here, where His Holiness the Dalai Lama actively encourages his people to preserve their culture through language, religion and the arts, Tenzin first began to explore his musical talents.

Tenzin feels a particular connection to the music of the wandering people of his homeland. He recalls his father’s mastery of the lingbu (transverse bamboo flute) and his mother’s beautiful singing voice and attributes much of his passion to those early influences.
Tenzin is a master of the dranyen (long necked lute) and lingbu and is well-known for his extraordinary vocal ability. He is an outstanding composer/performer with a great depth of musical knowledge, intuition and inventiveness, who is held in high esteem by other performers from all genres. 
Following his Australian debut in 1997, Tenzin has made his mark on the world music circuit performing regularly at such events as Woodford Folk Festival, Port Fairy Folk Festival, the National Folk Festival, Daylesford Singers Festival, Brisbane Multicultural Festival and Womadelaide.
Collaboration with numerous Australian performers has allowed Tenzin room to experiment with rhythm and structure, to challenge traditional Tibetan musical norms and find a place in the complex tapestry of global sounds.
He continues to push the boundaries and enjoys experimenting with various forms of music in collaboration with a wide range of artists - African, Japanese, Indian, indigenous Australian, Mongolian – resulting in many innovative and evocative performances.
Tenzin’s cantering rhythms, soaring vocals and exquisite flute solos have also enchanted audiences around the globe. 
He regularly tours internationally to the US, Japan, New Caledonia and New Zealand and has touched the lives of thousands of people with his music, his ready smile and his interest in and concern for his fellow human beings.
Most recently, in March 2011, Tenzin performed in the Tibet House 21st Annual Benefit Concert at Carnegie Hall, New York alongside Philip Glass, Angelique Kidjo,Taj Mahal, James McCartney, Patti Smith, Michael Stipe, Jesse Smith and Michael Campbell. 
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SOLO WORK
Tenzin has a growing catalogue of compositions including nomadic-style, Tibetan-style and fusion performances and in 2008 was presented with the BEMAC World Music Award for his “White Crane Song”. 

He is in high demand for concerts, celebrations, charity benefits and festivals and his solo stage performances are consistently engaging and moving. 
Tenzin takes his audiences on an exquisite musical journey of song and instrumental performance, interspersed with amusing anecdotes and snippets of Tibetan culture and history. After a little coaching in a few basic Tibetan phrases, Tenzin even invites his audiences to join him in joyous singalongs and meditative mantras.

Tenzin is a supporter of a number of causes which are dear to his heart, in particular the Tibetan Children’s Village in Northern India where he spent most of his childhood. At every opportunity, funds raised through his tours and concerts are contributed to TCV as well as to monasteries in India where Tibetan monks now live in exile.

Tenzin also does not hesitate to become involved in other charitable causes, having supported appeals for Queensland flood victims, earthquake victims in Tibet and Japan, and Victorian bushfire recovery, to name a few. 

From as early as 1997 Tenzin has produced several solo CD’s which have met with much acclaim and which trace his steady progression from accomplished traditional performer to innovative musician eager to explore new sounds and techniques.
Tenzin’s most recent album, Tibet: Awakened Heart, is an offering of Tibetan mantras and devotional songs, both ancient and contemporary, and has a more meditative pace than his earlier releases. On this album Tenzin collaborates with Taro Terahara, a master of the bansuri (Indian flute) to “create songs of happiness, contemplation, creativity and homage".
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COLLABORATIVE  WORK
Over the years Tenzin has worked with many prominent Australian musicians from various genres including Spiros Rantos, Ash Grunwald, Paul Coppen, Stringmanassy, Oscar and Marigold, Riley Lee, Cathedral Band, Australian Voices Choir and Camerata of St John’s. 
Tenzin has also joined forces with a number of artists to compose and perform a range of ensemble pieces:

Tibet2Timbuk2 – with Shen Flindell and Marcello Milani

Terika – with River Petin and Katherine Philp

Trikaya – with Stuart Ransom, Michael Askill and James Coates

2 Horsemen - with Mongolian performer Baatar Sukh
Tibet2Timbuk2
Tibet2Timbuk2 offers an award winning fusion of African, Indian and Tibetan influences which transcends cultural boundaries resulting in an overall sound which is full and organic. 
Tenzin Choegyal performs his songs with the band while using the dranyen in completely new ways as a kind of “world music bass”.

Likewise Shen Flindell performs tabla in new ways, including playing bass lines on the bayan and adapting traditional Indian rhythms to African and reggae influences.

Guitarist Marcello Milani harmonises with yet another range of influences including African, reggae, country and rock. 

Tibet2Timbuk2 has an eclectic repertoire with all three musicians sharing melody, harmony, bass and percussion roles to create a solid yet easy groove which engages the mind and soothes the spirit.
Terika
Terika is an Australian based world music / jazz fusion trio which combines Tibetan folk, smoky saxophone and mellow cello to create a truly unique, toe tapping, mystical musical experience.

Terika features the creative talents of River Petin on saxophones, Katherine Philp on cello and Tenzin Choegyal who plays traditional Tibetan instruments and provides the soaring vocals. 
The result is an intriguing musical tapestry, rich in its rhythm, melody and meaning.
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Trikaya
Trikaya brings together four of Australia’s finest multi-cultural collaborators in a highly original performance of “....in the between”, a richly atmospheric interpretation of The Tibetan Book of the Dead. 

Trikaya features Michael Askill on singing bowls, bells and gongs, Stuart Ransom on shakuhachi, Tenzin Choegyal on Tibetan flute and voice and James Coates performing spoken word. 
Combining selected text readings with musical meditations and sound illuminations this work informs and transforms the audience with the ancient and universal wisdom of Tibet.

2 Horsemen

2 Horsemen are Tenzin Choegyal (Tibet) and Baatar Sukh (Mongolia). 
Baatar is master of the horse head fiddle morin chuur and is accomplished in throat singing, where one produces two or three vocal lines simultaneously. Tenzin once again demonstrates his mastery of traditional Tibetan instruments and his voice is memorable in its poignancy and intensity.

The combination of two great vocal techniques and powerfully expressive performances makes this a unique duo. With both artists drawing on their common nomadic traditions one can feel the vastness of space and the beauty of the high plateau in the music they create. 
Camerata of St John’s

Queensland’s acclaimed 18 piece professional chamber orchestra, Camerata of St John’s, is known for its stylish presentations and innovative programming. Drawing on the diverse backgrounds and talents of its players, Camerata's refreshing approach to chamber orchestra classics is matched by its committed performances of more recent music. 

In working with Tenzin Choegyal, lead Camerata musicians Katherine Philp and Brendan Joyce have perfectly captured the soul of his music, including haunting interpretations of love poems by the 6th Dalai Lama, in a sensitive adaptation which preserves the unique sounds of the Tibetan nomad.

The evocative musical collaboration between Camerata of St John’s and Tenzin Choegyal has been an audience favourite at the Brisbane Festival of Tibet for the past three years.
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